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yHEEB H ¢ What future for the imaginary of transitions?

For about ten years, the theme of transition has been at the center of many debates.
Ecological transition, demographic transition, digital transition, the term is now widely
used. The first step will be to question the reasons for the success of this word, by
distinguishing it from other terms such as "revolution" or "progress". Transition
designates a desired change, in which a series of wishes and preferences are translated
to shape a particular imaginary. At a time when so many developments and changes
seem dictated by the inescapable logic of what we call the "system", transition thus
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brings into existence a hope of transformation of a particular kind, in which particular
desires could have a place. This analysis of the place of transitions in contemporary
philosophy and more broadly in culture, which will be nourished by a series of literary
examples, will however have to be completed by an analysis of the reactions and
sometimes the protests that the transitions movement has aroused. Because some
intellectuals have argued that the transition was in reality impossible, or that its
ambitions were too weak. According to them, a more powerful systemic logics would
make fragile the hopes carried by the imaginary of the transition. Moreover, the
individual aspect of transition initiatives would not guarantee its collective
implementation. What should we think of these arguments? And more broadly, how
can we build this new imaginary of change today, so that the transformations we are
experiencing do not appear to be a new "destiny", but rather come closer to what we
could desire. These are the questions that will be addressed in this conference.
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